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H.M. the King of Thailand: A Lifetime of Promoting Human Development
This first UNDP Human Development Lifetime Achievement Award is given to His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand for his
extraordinary contribution to human development on the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of his accession to the throne.

At his coronation, His Majesty the King uttered the Oath of Accession: “We shall reign with righteousness, for the benefits and happiness
of the Siamese people”. Ever since, His Majesty has selflessly devoted his time and effort to the wellbeing and welfare of the Thai people.

During his 60 year reign, His Majesty the King of Thailand has tirelessly promoted rural development and helped improve the lives of poor
people across Thailand. For His Majesty, the people come first, and he has relentlessly travelled across the entire country visiting
communities even in the most remote areas, making him the most widely travelled king in Thai history.

With emphasis on small-scale agriculture, appropriate farming technologies, sustainable use of water resources, conservation, and flood
and drought mitigation, His Majesty the Kings projects have brought benefits to millions of people in rural areas across Thailand, regardless
of their citizen status, ethnicity or religion.

His Majesty’s achievements include successful integrated rural development projects in Northern Thailand that have helped to significantly
reduce the production of opium harvests through crop substitution. This has greatly benefited ethnic groups living in the mountainous
areas along the borders with Myanmar and Lao PDR, and brought improvements to their access to heath care and education.
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