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Santl Asoke’s Social Movement:;

The third option substituting Capitalism and communism in the
21 century--- —Merit-ism (boon-niyom)

Bhikkhu Samana Lakkhano
Thammasat University

Humankind in the 21% century has been exposed to both capitalism and communism. This exposure
has created chaos and fighting on a world scale and caused severe destruction of the environment. The
greed and selfishness of mankind has grown without limit. And at the same time, morality and value
systems have declined drastically resulting in widespread depression and animosity.

Over the past thirty years, the Santi Asoke Buddhist community, which has united both the
monastic and lay population, has been developed. This is a social movement based on the boon-niyom-
system advocated by Ven. Bodhiraksa Bhikkhu in which he has proposed antidotes to many of today’s
problems, without creating a yet another rival for the other “isms.” In this movement, he aims to
cooperate with the other “isms” and in so doing creates a system that is good for everyone. He advo-
cates adherence to the Buddha’s Eight-fold Noble Path as the guiding principle for society, so that a
pure land with extreme bliss can de realized here and now. The eight villages he has helped construct
contain educational, economic and even political structures that serve as bridges between monastics
and the general populace. The bottom line for the project is morality. This is the base from which self-
sacrifice, frugality, self discipline and a willingness to co-operate with others will grow. Itis self-governing
and therefore beyond the limitations of a system that exists on outside control.

1. Ifthe people are bad and the system is bad then the society cannot survive.

2. Ifthe people are bad but the system is good, it is still hard for the society to survive.

3. Ifthe people are good but the system is bad, then society can still survive.

4. Ifthe people are good and the system is good, then society will enjoy peace.

The author has worked with this movement personally for the past twenty years. With his personal
experience, he has organized Ven. Bodhiraksa Bhikkhu's writings along with the reports and material
written by social studies scholars from other countries, to write up this article which he hopes can
illustrate the positive results of the boon-niyom-system project and offer it as a practical way forward for
the world.

In completing this work, the author has drawn on the principles that the project advocates towards
education, culture, economics, politics, love, and ethics both on an individual and a social scale. The
author hopes to introduce the movement to a wide audience so that it may be extended to other cultures
and in so doing speed up the realization of peace, freedom and welfare in the world.

Keywords: :

1.Santi Asoke, 2.capitalism, 3. Communism, 4. Merit-ism, 5. the Eight-fold Noble Paths, 6. Utopia,
7. Pure Land of Extreme Bliss, 8. Sikkhamat, 9. For Heaven and Earth Party, 10. The Sangha Communlty
of Six Harmonies
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